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The four adjective which are susceptible to analogous meaning are clubbed together while

qualifying ‘ machinery * in the Entry. Secondly, it cannot be disputed that the first adjective ‘ old ’ is
clearly more general than the other three and as such all the four would take their colour from each
other, the meaning of the more general adjective ‘ old * being restricted to a sense analogous to that of
the less general, namely discarded, unserviceable or obsolete.

All the four adjective which qualify the word ‘ machinery * have been used disjunctively but
it is precisely for that reason that the adjective * old * becomes vague, imprcise and ambiguous, being
too general. The adjective * old * by itself is certainly vague, imprecise and ambiguous for there is no
indication as to how much old the machinery should be before it could be described as ‘ old ’
machinery.

When the expression ‘ old ’ is by itself vague, imprecise and ambiguous being too general,
the principle of noscitur a socitis will have to be applied i.e., all the associated words will take colour
from each other. the meaning of the more general adjective viz, ‘ old * being restricted to a sense
analogous to the less general adjective discarded, unserviceable or obsolete.

In order to fall within the expression ‘ old machinery * occurring in the Entry, the machinery
must be old machinery in the sense that it has become non-functional or nonusable.
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